
To the town of Tilton planning board,                                                                                                   July 2017

It is with this letter that I wish to express a few concerns on the proposed adult care treatment facility  
for the Autumn Drive property. I will try to be brief and to the point.

First, this proposed adult care center was born and is driven strictly by convenience and not by any 
altruistic feelings by Mr. Callahan. He has the facility and wants to make money. This I fully understand, 
but this is a cash only, for profit business.  It is a business venture for treating addiction and should be a 
concern of yours. 

The clients “voluntarily” come because their options are limited and the strain on their families and 
communities are many. Thus, the use of the word voluntary is really not an accurate picture or 
description of the patients’ circumstances. The patients coming to this center do not have one 
dimensional issues. With addiction comes medical, behavioral, and at times possibly criminal 
tendencies. In addition, I question the patient to staff ratio and credential requirements of the 
employees. As well as the staffs’ ability to securely deal with the multifaceted issues that surround 
addition.

This brings to the point the vetting process or background checks. Ms. Bownes says it takes 10 days to 
complete a background check. I would like to know who monitors this? This is a business, so when a 
potential patient comes to the center with money and there is an open bed, I find it difficult to believe 
they are going to tell them to come back in 10 days pending a background check. Self- policing on this 
issue would be very dangerous. Also, according to Ms. Bownes, the patients can quit the program at any 
time and will be given a ride to the nearest bus station. This says little for their concern of success in 
completing the program and should be additionally taken into account the fact that this is ultimately an 
endeavor born out of a convenient business opportunity.

It was further asked of Ms. Bownes of other facilities she is associated with for addiction, she cited 
confidentiality but noted that there were about 6. The Tilton planning board should have due diligence 
in researching these other facilities. Find out if any are in a zoned residential agriculture, single family 
use area, the impact on the community, property values and local services such as children and school 
bus routes etc. in order to make an informed decision on this matter.

Put aside the lawyers, the questions on parking, lighting, water, storm drainage, kitchens and septic and 
ask yourself the question, “Does this location make for a good common sense place for a drug and 
alcohol treatment center?”  The answer is “No” it does not. The potential impact on the community 
goes beyond the border of Tilton. If there ever is a serious security issue that impacts the immediate 
community, you will have to digest the fact that this center and all that may accompany it was passed by
you. 

I have been a resident of Sanbornton for over 27 years on Philbrook Road, less than a mile from the 
proposed center on Autumn Drive. This will have an impact on the surrounding community. Whatever 
gross profits Mr. Callahan gains from this business will be nothing compared to the price our children 
and communities will pay.  The impact on our children and our small rural agricultural communities will 
be immeasurable. Please take this into consideration as you formulate your decision to accept this type 
of a facility in the community that you represent. Thank you.

Tom Gosselin     Philbrook Road, Sanbornton


